
Court weighs!
fate of sailor
who killed
gay shipmate
Associated Press

YOKOSUKA, Japan —Accepting
a sailor's guilty plea in the killing of
hishomosexual shipmate, a military
court opened hearings yesterday to
determine whether he will spend
the rest of his life in prison.

The plea by Navy Airman Ap
prentice Teny Helvey —part of a
plea bargain —means the eight-
member juiy of militaiy officers will
decide only on the sentence.

The case has become a cause ce-
lebre for many gay-rights activists,
coming as Washington is debatmg
lifting aban on homosexuals in the
military. Gay-rights activists say the
killing illustrated a pervasive ani
mosity toward homosexuals m the
U.S. militaiy.

No motive for the ki^g of Allen
Schindler was offered inyesterday's
testimony or in pretrial hearings.

The presiding judge, Cmdr. Dayic
Holcombe, accepted Helveys plea
of guilty to murder with intent to
commit great bodily harm, for
which the maximum sentence is
life. The plea was part ofa pretnal
agreement under which Helvey
would notbe tried forpremeditated
murder, for which he could have
faced tiie deatti penalty.

Holcombe also accepted Helve/s
pleas of guilty to two counts of as
sault on Navy shore patroUnen and
of making false statements and a
plea of innocent to a charge of ob
structing justice.

Helvey, 21, ofWestiand, Mich., is
being tried for killing his USS Bel-
leau Wood shipmate lastOctober m
apublic restroom in aparit near Sa-
sebo Naval Base.

Anotiier of Schindler's shipmates,
Airman Charles Vins, 21, of Sturgis,
Mich., was arrested witii Helvey and
found guUty of not reporting a
crime and resisting arrest, vins
served four montiis in amiUtary j^
under a pretrial agreement totestify
against Helvey. •

At the time he was killed,
Schindler was awaiting discharge
from the Navy for acknowledging in
September tiiat he was gay.
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